
“Your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity (love) of every one of you toward each other aboundeth.” II Thes.1:3

MONTH OF MISSIONS by Dan Syme

Fall 2010Actsof Faith
October has traditionally been Missions Month at FBC.
Beginning with the first Sunday of the month you will see
Christmas tree cutouts in the lobby and in Sunday School
rooms.  Each tree will have tags with Christmas gift
requests from our missionaries and their families.  Please
take a tag, purchase the gift then return it to one of the
wrapped boxes in the lobby.  

The last Sunday of the month is our Christmas in October
Celebration.  We will sing Christmas carols in our services
then after the evening service have a Christmas social in
the Family Center and display all of the gifts that have been
bought.  

Christmas in October is a wonderful time to teach your fam-
ily about missions.  A good way to do this is to research one
of our missionary families, teach your children about them
and their ministry and buy gifts only for that family.  Some
missionaries will request a gift which may be too expensive
for one family to purchase.  This creates a wonderful
opportunity for two or more families to join together to buy
the gift and together teach their children about the ministry
of that family.

October is more than just Christmas gifts for missionaries.
Every Sunday we will have a different missionary speaker
to inform us about their ministry and to teach us about the
importance of our role in missions.  Wednesday nights will

feature reports from locally based "home" missionaries.
The first Sunday of the month George Callister from Grace
Mission to Haiti will fill us in on the on going relief work from
last January's earthquake.  

On October 17th Drs. Carlton and Karen Baer will report to
us about their medical work in a very large but closed nation
in Asia.  Dr.  Carlton is a Family Practitioner and his wife Dr.
Karen is an Ophthalmologist.  Together they provide training
for believing doctors and use their continuing education
skills to reach unbelieving doctors and medical workers in
that country.  

Dr. Les Frazier was a church planter in Japan for many
years.  Now he is an administrator with BIMI, Baptist
International Mission Inc.  On October 24th, he will be with
us to tell us of the many opportunities for service within mis-
sions.

Our month will wrap up with our keynote speaker Rev. Mike
Calhoun from Word of Life.  Many of us have been blessed
by his ministry up at Schroon Lake and at various Word of
Life events in our area.  Mike will challenge us with our need
to be involved with missions.  

We hope that you and your family will make a point to be
with us every week and participate in our Christmas in
October.



Though the paths into military careers have
led into different branches of the Armed
Forces, friends and members of FBC
proudly serve our country in safeguard-
ing freedom on land, sea, and air.

Don and Wendy Oren's sons, Daniel
and Jared, work for Uncle Sam in
very different capacities. After gradu-
ating from West Point in 2004, Jared
was stationed in Germany as a combat

mechani-
cal engi-
neer and pla-
toon leader.  That
experience in leader-
ship prepared him to
head up a 25-man
platoon when he
deployed to Iraq in
September 2006. In
Ramadi in Al Anbar
province during the
surge, Jared put his
combat engineering
skills to use.  He and
his men established
security and control

by constructing Iraqi army and police stations and
combat outposts, thus creating a strong infrastruc-
ture.  For his hard work and outstanding perform-
ance, Jared received a Bronze Star. By February
2008, Jared had returned to American soil and was
stationed in New Hampshire to serve as a project
manager for the Army Corps of Engineers. Since he
did not choose a lifelong military career, Jared tran-
sitioned to civilian life in June of '09, when he
entered the Corps of Engineers. He currently works
as a project manager on government activities. 

Most people associate the Navy with ships and the
sea.  Daniel Oren's military career, however, has not
taken him into combat but to concert halls around
the world. Since joining the Navy in October 2005,
Daniel has showcased his musical skills in various
venues from Europe to Africa.  He currently serves
as a pianist in the Sixth Fleet Band, stationed in
Naples, Italy. This past year, he entertained audi-
ences totaling over 90,000 in twelve different coun-

tries, for 75 engagements. While the piano
is Dan's instrument of choice, he also

plays the violin and trumpet. As if being
a musician weren't enough, Dan
excels in composition as well, and
his commanding officer often relies
on his expertise to arrange pieces
for solo performances and the band. 

Since Tony Strader (son-in-law of
Steve and Diana Wood) signed on

with Uncle Sam's Air Force in 1993, his
job description has evolved, along with

his travel opportunities. His Special Ops
position as a load

master positioning
cargo and calculating
maximum safe weights
for flights first took him
to Haiti in 1994 during
an uprising in that
country. Once, during
his five years of assign-
ment in England,
unrest in Liberia called
for Tony to assist in the
evacuation of American
citizens to the safety of
the U.S. His deployment to the 1992-1995 conflict
in Bosnia prepared him for Iraq (Desert Storm). In
fact after 9-11, "his" planes were among the first to
land in Iraq during Operation Enduring Freedom.
He flew on various missions to Afghanistan as well.
In the States, Tony has taken his family (Stacy and
kids) to military stations in New Jersey and North
Carolina, where he has often been assigned to the
presidential security detail to ensure transportation
safety for the Commander-in-Chief. Over the years,
Tony has accumulated over 4000 flight hours. With
so much experience, Tony, now a Tech Sergeant in
New Mexico, has enjoyed teaching and training the
next generation of load masters. With his knee sur-
gery now history, he is once again on flight status.

FBC is proud to contribute in a small way to the mil-
itary force that preserves this country's safety and
freedoms. We can do our part by praying for their
protection and by supporting  their loved ones dur-
ing long separations.

Our Military Family by Karen Eliason



Keyboard Korner by Sally Bowen
If someday you are in

Philadelphia and see a
pretty young, dark-haired
girl riding public trans-
portation, she just might
be Kristy Willard, our
second year University
of Pennsylvania stu-
dent. We thankfully

have claimed her and
her dear family as FBC

members, since Kristy was
a little girl. She has blessed us

with her piano-power throughout her teen years,
as well as some flute specials.

It all started in April 1991 - her birth at Christiana
\Hospital. Mom, Belinda, who came from Peru,
and Dad, Craig, happily welcomed her brother,
Aaron, a few years later. They sent Kristy to
Independence School, where she stayed from
pre-school through 8th grade. At age six, she
began her piano lessons with teacher, Lotus
Cheng. She continues with these lessons yet
(whenever she's home). Thank you, Lotus Cheng,
for preparing her to be strong, skilled, and dedicat-
ed at the keyboard.

Kristy's high school years were at St. Mark’s. At
the University of Penn she participates musically,
singing in the University Choral Society and spiri-
tually in the Greek Intervarsity Fellowship. She is
planning a piano class this semester. Her major is
in three areas: Politics, Philosophy, and
Economics. Her interests for the future are pursu-
ing law school and Hispanic Studies. She has
played piano this summer in our Spanish ministry
services. Also, she was the fourth grade Sunday
School teacher for the summer months, which
gave those children the privilege of getting to
know her and learn some spiritual foundations
from her.

We miss our college students while they're away
from us…..always thankful to see you and hear
your piano-power, when you're here, Kristy !!! May
God continue to bless you, use you, and protect
you.

Sunday School began an exciting new year with
a kick-off rally.  Jeremy Biesecker, a Christian illu-
sionist, amazed us with his mystical illusions.
Through a humorous and entertaining presenta-
tion, Jeremy shared a Gospel message and invi-
tation.

We have some great classes lined up for adults!
Bill Bowen's class is discussing the seven deadly
sins, a very relevant topic in today's world.
Pastor Jim Christian's class is studying the book
of I Peter and their lesson series is entitled "Living
in Hostile Territory by the Grace of God".  The
New Beginning's Class, taught by Tim Poludniak,
is looking at several crises in the Bible and dis-
cussing how to live in the midst of a crisis.  Shon
Sain, formerly the teacher of our singles, is
expanding his class to include all adults.  Their
focus will be on attitudes.  The series is a DVD-
based study by James McDonald and uses the
Israelite's journey out of Egypt to show how atti-
tudes can affect whether someone stays in the
wilderness with negative attitudes or enjoys the
blessings of the promised land with God-honoring
attitudes.  And yes ladies, we have a class for
you!  Our Potter Power Class, taught by Diane
Nichols, is studying the book of Nehemiah and
the challenges Nehemiah faced in rebuilding
Jerusalem's wall.  Diane will be sharing how the
Lord guides us in life's challenges as we build our
lives in Him. Last, but not least, Pastor Nichols
will be offering a membership/baptism class.  His
class will be discussing the foundational truths
that Faith Baptist Church is built upon.  

If you are not already attending Sunday School,
you are cordially invited to any of our adult class-
es.  Why not select a class and begin this week?
Invite someone to come with you.  Sunday
School at Faith Baptist Church is for everyone!

Locations:

Bill Bowen's class - Founder's Room
Pastor Jim Christian's class - Lounge
Tim Poludniak's class - Family Center
Shon Sain's class - Family Center
Diane Nichols' class - Room 10

Sunday School is for everyone!
by Donna Syme



In June, I embarked on a 6 ½ -week
trip to  Bangkok, Thailand with 11
other college students through an
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship pro-
gram. There, I lived in a slum commu-
nity called Klong Toey with a fellow
teammate, host mother, and host sis-
ter (who's 24 and has a cognitive dis-
ability), and helped at  ministries aid-
ing adults with disabilities, a preschool, and a
day care.

The purpose of this trip was to allow us to expe-
rience poverty and develop a stronger heart for
the poor, in hopes that, after this ministry expe-
rience, we'll each consider going into a long-
term service of the urban poor in the future.  It
was a challenging experience, being immersed
in a foreign culture that didn't make sense to
me and an impoverished neighborhood that
lacked comfort and conveniences, but I would
not trade it for anything.

Because the first half of my trip was spent long-
ing for home, I learned to depend on God in a
new and exciting way, and was able to see first-
hand His provision, protection, and constant
love for me.

Overall, it was an
e y e - o p e n i n g
experience and
has heightened
my interest in
hopefully liv-
ing with/work-
ing with a poor
population in a
U.S. city in the
future. I am
humbled by all of
the prayers and sup-
port that I received. God
used each of you in a special way in my life this
summer.  Thank you!

This summer I had
the opportunity to
go on my first mis-
sion's trip. It was to
Utah and I was very
excited about this
opportunity. About
90% of the people

that live in Utah are part of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, commonly known
as the Mormon Church. I went through Baptist
Mid-Missions, and stayed with Pastor Mike
Bardon and his wife Neva in Santaquin, Utah
for the week of July 10-17. Pastor Bardon has
been a missionary in Utah for almost 40 years!
Recently he moved to Santaquin and started a
church called Santaquin Baptist Church and I
got to attend one Sunday and meet some new
people. There were different church groups
from Ohio that were out the same week as I
was and they partnered up with the Bardons
and me and together we had a Bible Club in the
park each morning. We had a total of about 30
kids come each day! There were also some
kids that made a decision to trust Jesus as their
Savior! Two nights out of the week I went door
to door witnessing. We had some good conver-
sations and made some good contacts. It was
an unbelievable experience to be immersed in
such a religious culture. 

I am so thankful for everyone that prayed and
supported me on this trip. Pray for me now as
to how and in what form or fashion I can get
back to Utah. 

--Rom 10:1-2 “Brethren, my heart's desire and
prayer to God for Israel (the Mormons) is, that
they might be saved.  For I bear them record
that they have a zeal of God, but not according
to knowledge.”  

Pray for Mormons to turn from their false
prophets and gods, understand who God really
is, and trust in the Christ of the Bible alone for
salvation before it is too late. THANK YOU so
much for your continued prayers and support.

Rebecca Springer            -- Short Term Missions Reports -- Kevin Greene




